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Lesson: KDT! Kindergarten Trip to Tompkins County Public Library
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Lesson Description
This sequence of activities is designed to organize a choice-time library where kids can role-play and better understand the work of a librarian, in preparation for the TCPL trip. The activities should be spread out over several days, and the resulting library choice area used for several weeks.
Major Understanding
-      Libraries have books and other resources

-      Librarians have a role in helping children in the library

-      Students use libraries for learning and pleasure
Essential Questions
-      What do you find in a library? 

-      What do librarians do? 

-      What do we do in a library? 
Skills
-      Listen, take turns while speaking with a partner  

-      Express prior knowledge that they have about libraries  

-      Children can check in/out library books using library cards 

-      Children can sort books based on sorting criteria 

-      Children can role play librarians and act responsibly in a library setting 
Vocabulary
 -      library -      librarian -      check out/in -      library card -      scanner -      borrow -      author -      illustrator -      title of book -      subject - fiction/non-fiction 
Assessment
· Keep anecdotal records during lessons:     

Can students speak, listen, and take turns in small groups?    

Can students identify key features of a library and librarian?       

· Keep anecdotal records during choice time: 

  
Can students role-play a librarian checking books in and out and sorting? 
Procedure
 Activity #1 What do you know about the library? 
Children work with a partner    (Think/Pair/Share)

Each child individually thinks about what they know about library     

Children take turns sharing what they learned using good listening skills with partner   They share information out with the class and teacher     

Teacher charts what children shared about library   

Activity #2 Take a tour of the school library     

Silent walk through the library 

Tell children to remember one thing about the library -      

Return to class; Draw a picture of one thing that you noticed in the library      

Label drawing, Collect or share    

Activity #3 - What do you want to have in our class library?       

Children work with a partner sharing yesterday’s picture about what they remember about library.     

Think/Pair/Share: What should we have in our class library? (Encourage kids to suggest non-book resources.)     Collect books from the library that reflect the kids’ interests to stock your class library - Perhaps place classroom computer in the library - Try to collect other things the kids saw and want   

Activity #4 - What do you know about the librarian?       

Think/Pair/Share/Chart   

Activity #5 - Spy on the librarian day    

Children are taken in pairs during the day to take a digital photo of librarian, or have an adult take the pictures.   Either print photo or do this in front of a computer: 

· Ask students "What do you think the librarian is doing?” record answers 

· Ask students "Why do you think the librarian is doing this?” record answers   

Activity #6 - What does a librarian do? 

Invite the librarian to class.  

Each pair shares their photo and their thoughts about it 

Librarian affirms, corrects, or adds to their ideas     

Label each picture and put them on the wall in the library choice area   

Activity #7 - Make library cards      

As an art activity, kids make library card with the name of the library, their name and picture, and a bar code       

Kids use these cards the "check out" books in the library choice area   

Activity #8 - Sorting books for the classroom library choice area       

Give a group of kids a bunch of books and ask them to decide how to sort them.      Have groups share their sorting criterion       

Teacher decides to either follow student ideas for sorting or to sort books based on real library criteria, such as fiction/non-fiction   

Activity #9 - Open the library choice area *Optional entryway to library choice area could look like Library Lion’s mane        

Teachers have an old computer to use as a pretend check out computer, with some device to use as a check out scanner       

Tell kids: During choice time they may use the library. One student will be the librarian. Refer to pictures to see various things a librarian can do.     

Demonstrate how to use the scanner 

Check out book - Child’s book and library card are scanned when book taken out to be read in the library.    Check in book – Child’s book and library card are rescanned when returned in the library - Librarian’s responsibility is to sort the returned books into fiction or non-fiction boxes. 
Technology Integration
Students pretend to use a scanner to check in and out books Students use computers for Raz-kids or Starfall (for example) in the library choice area. 
Culturally Affirming Components
 While checking out books for the classroom library that reflect student interests, be deliberate in checking out books that show diversity.  People from all cultures appreciate books. They read books for such things as enjoyment, to learn new information, and to help them solve problems. Books are written in many languages. Most of the books in our library are written in English. If you go to Spain, they are mostly in Spanish. If you go to France, they are written in French etc. 
Special Needs Accommodation
Resources
 Books Library Lion Spy on the Librarian The Librarian from the Black Lagoon Check It Out! The Book about Libraries by Gail Gibbons   Reading A-Z books:     "The School", Level AA   "Monster Reading Buddies", Level F       Raz-Kids books:   "The Classroom", Level AA   "Maria Goes to School", Level A   "I Read a Book", Level B   "School Time", Level B  "Busy at School", Level   
Supporting Materials
Supporting Web Sites
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